
 

  

June-July 2013 

Tampa Bay 
Chapter 

P.O. Box 7034  
Brandon, Florida 

33508   
www.bpusatampabay.com 

MEETING INFORMATION 
 
 

Regular Monthly SUNDAY Meeting 
   (held the second Sunday of the month)                         

Sundays, June 9 & July 14, 2013 
6:30 PM 

St. Joseph’s Hospital                                                 
Medical Arts Building, Auditorium                                     

3001 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., Tampa, FL                                             
Call Debbie Nemitz at 813-501-9567 

for directions or information.  

Regular Monthly DAYTIME Meeting                   

Riverview/Gibsonton/Brandon areas  
(held the second Friday each month)     
 Fridays, June 14 & July 12, 2013  

10:00 a.m. to Noon                        
First United Methodist Church Office Bldg 

120 N Knights Ave, Brandon, FL   
Call Debbie Nemitz at  813-501-9567 

for directions or information. 
 

Regular Monthly PLANT CITY Meeting    
( Normally held the first Wednesday of each month) 

Wednesdays, June 5 & July 3, 2013 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m.                         

South Florida Baptist Hospital                                      
301 N. Alexander Street, Plant City, FL                                                           

in the Community Conference Room  
Call Janice Falcon at 813-997-1709  

for directions or information. 
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IMPORTANT  

ANNOUNCEMENT 
The Brandon Daytime 

Meeting will be Held 

At a Different Location 

Beginning in JUNE.2013.   

We will be meeting at : 
First United Methodist Church Office Bldg 

120 N Knights Ave  

Brandon, FL 33510 

(Across the street from the church 

north of 60 just west of Parsons) 

 

Happy  

Fourth 

Of  

July 
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  Angel of Hope Information 
  www.angelofhopetampabay.com   

Located at : 

Riverside Park 

201 Riverhills Drive,  

Temple Terrace   

Mailing Address:  

P. O. Box 2573, Lutz, FL  33548 

813.495.7539       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

: 
 

www.angelofhopetampabay.com/index.html 
 

 
 

Sponsor A Newsletter Page 
 
Anyone can sponsor a page in this newsletter in memory of their 
child.  The price for a full page is $55 or 1/2 page for $30.00 .  
This can include photograph(s) and your tribute to your child.  If 
you need help you can send what you want included and Debbie 

will design the page for you.  Your contribution helps to supports 
the chapter.  
 
To sponsor a newsletter page, contact Debbie Nemitz @ 813-907
-1441 or at debbie.bpnews@gmail.com. She will give you the 
address to send the check to.  Please note that sponsorship 
pages are due by the 20th of the month BEFORE the publication 
month.   We will begin to do the newsletters every 2 months.  ,  
Try to have anything for March or April to her by the middle of 
February. 
 
 

Address Change 
 

If you have an address change, the Postal Service will NOT for-

ward!  They return to us—FOR A  FEE, SO PLEASE LET US 
KNOW IF YOU HAVE A NEW ADDRESS.  At this point, we are 
not able to mail the newsletter unless special arrangements have 
been made, however we still need you to keep us informed of 
any e-mail address changes. 
 
 

Refreshments 
 

Some of us like to remember our child’s birthday or the anniver-
sary of his or her death by bringing a cake or cookies to the 
meeting that month.  We would appreciate having you bring a 
special treat to any meeting. You may also want to bring and 

share a picture of your child.   

 

 

 Love         Gifts 

 

Love Gifts-A Thoughtful Way to Remember   
 

Love Gifts are a beautiful and loving way to remember 
a loved one. Through Love Gifts, we are able to reach 

out to others with our brochures and newsletters as 
well as obtain books and other information for our 

library.  We truly appreciate every Love Gift, donation 

and sponsorship. Our Chapter work is done by volun-
teers and these donations help us reach out in many 

ways.  

  
  

  

 

 

 

  

  

Debbie Nemitz (General Information   

                      and Long Term Illness) (813) 501-9567 

Sue Bowditch (Adult Child) (813) 390-9734 

Theresa Farmer (Homicide) (813) 994-0707 

Sandy Boehning (Grandparent) (813) 989-3255 

Charles L'Homme (Accidental Death) (813) 335-7628 

Barbara or Tommy Dietrich (Death of  (813) 340-9120 

an Only Child)  

Julie Woofter (Suicide) (813) 754-4848 

Serena Graves (Sibling Contact) (813) 810-7169 

Rita Zvada (Se Habla Espanol) (813) 961-1011 

Crisis Center 211 

  

Need to talk? Having a bad day? Call one of our 
Telephone Friends. Theyõre here to lend a knowing ear 
because theyõve been there.  Donõt hesitate to call, we 
understand. 

Telephone Friends 
 

http://www.angelofhopetampabay.com/index.html
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 Love         Gifts 
We will soon be adding a new page to 

our website.  It will be for ongoing fund 

raisers.  There are already a couple of 

companies who will have an ad and will 

be making a donation to Bereaved Par-

ents when their items are purchased.  If 

any of you have businesses and would 

like to participate, please get in touch 

with Debbie by calling 813-501-9567 or 

debbie.bpnews@gmail.com.   

Debbie & Bill Nemitz 

In memory of their loving daughter 

Robyn Michelle Nemitz 

12/28/82 - 6/16/98 

Empty 

Do not tell me I am strong 

You only see my days 

Filled with details and work 

You have never shared my nights 

Long evenings empty 

Except for memories and tears 

My despair is sacrificed 

to responsibility 

You would be strong too 

If you had no other choice 

By Kim Knapp 

Talking is Releasing 

Go ahead and mention my child,  

The one who died you know. 

Don't worry about hurting me further,  

The depth of my pain doesn't show. 

 

Don't worry about making me cry. 

I'm already crying inside. 

Help me to heal by releasing 

The tears that I try to hide. 

 

I'm hurt when you just keep silent,  

Pretending she didn't exist. 

I'd rather you mention my child, 

Knowing that she has been missed. 

 

You asked me how I was doing. 

I say "pretty good" or "fine." 

But healing is something ongoing.  

I feel it will take a lifetime. 

  

By Elizabeth Dent 

Listen to ñHope, Healing & Helpò every Sat-

urday from 11:00 til noon Pacific Time on 

KFIA 710AM Sacramento or 

www.kfia.com.  Canôt listen in at that 

time?  All of their programs are available to 

listen to on their website, 

www.hopehealinghelp.com.   

The National Gathering is being  held  

July 26-28  in Sacramento, CA   

For information go to 

http://www.bereavedparentsusa.org/ 

http://www.kfia.com
http://www.hopehealinghelp.com


 

4 

June Birthdays 

Our Children . . . Remembered 
So long as we live, they too shall live é For they are a part of us as we remember them. 
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Brown, Alex Marie  

6/6/1995 - 6/6/1995  

P - Jane Ann & Thomas Brown  

 

Carlan, Robert Hope  

06/02/78  -  07/25/99  

P - Arnold & Linda Carlan  

 

Eggly, Keiran Catherine  

6/4/2004  -  6/4/2004  

M - Elizabeth Eggly  

 

Gilliam, Hayden Charles  

6/20/1999  -  8/4/2001  

P - Sean & Marion Gilliam  

Sibs - Sara & Cole  

GP - Joe & Nancy Gilliam, and   

Rosemarie Presbrey  

GGP - Mary Gilliam & Lora Flowers  

 

Hayes, Douglas  

6/3/1969 - 6/3/1969  

P - Martha & Michael Hayes  

Sibs - Cheri Hayes Knapp & Travis Hayes  

GM - Mary Neeld  

 

Johnson, Georgina  

6/10/2003 - 6/10/2003  

P - Laurie & George Johnson  

Lane, Matthew Alexander  

6/22/2001 - 2/13/2003  

M - Mary Ann Muschick  

S - Nikol  

B - Devvin  

GP - Hieu & David Muschick  

 

Martin,  Brian James  

06/09/1979  -  07/18/1993  

P - Stan & Adrianne Martin  

B - Christopher Martin  

GM - Evelyn Golding  

 

Martini, Michael Gerard  

6/18/1964 - 1/26/2009  

P - Dianne Ezell & Michael  

B - Pamela Martini  

Niece - Destiny Martini  

 

Owens, Kenny Dwayne  

6/27/1961 - 2/25/2005  

P - Jimmy & Sylvia Mingo  

S - Tina Jernigan & Donna  

 

Ponder, Manda Lynn  

06/13/1995 - 07/03/1995  

P - Marilynn & William Ponder  

B - Travis & Mike Ponder  

S - Amanda Ponder  

GM - Grace Ponder  

Ramirez, Arthur, Jr.  

6/10/1951 - 12/30/1997  

M - Helen Ramirez  

 

Rivera, Erick 

6/4/1988 - 3/21/2010 

P - Maricela & Jose Rivera 

 

Schulman, Adam J.  

6/7/1971 - 9/26/2004  

M - Pat Schulman  

B - Freddie Kelly Jr. and Kenny Schulman 

 

Skalski, Brian 

6/2/1968 - 1/6/2011 

P - Nick Skalski & Marty Hayes  

 

Shemela, Kenneth  

6/24/1964 - 2/19/2009  

P - Bill & Barbara Shemela  

B - Bill Shemela, Jr.  

 

Sorrells, Blake Austin  

06/03/1998 - 06/03/1998  

P - John & Monica Sorrells  

S - Cassidy Sorrells  

Szczepanek, Daniel  

6/21/1988 - 11/10/2006  

M - Debra Szczepanek  

Timothy, Joshua  

6/29/2004 - 7/18/205  

P - Doug & Kerri Timothy  

GM - Mary Ann Neglrete  

 

Valdez, Joseph Martin  

6/3/1974 -  4/24/2007  

M - Carolyn Aviles  

 

Varga, Jozsef  

6/11/1988 - 8/4/2007  

M - Carmen Varga  

B - Kiel & Bruce Senra  

GP - Dorothy & Gerald Senra  

 

Weber, Barbara Jean  

6/4/1953 - 12/14/1994  

P - Weldon & Jean Weber  

S - Kristi, Teresa, & Pamela  

 

June Anniversaries 
Alvarez, Dean  

4/28/1965 - 6/12/2000  

M - Diana Stenglein  

B - Nadie Alvarez  

S - Athena & Lynette Alvarez  

 

Bray, Debbie (Hurley)  

11/14/1967 - 6/1/1990  

M - Beverley (Bray) Hurley  

S - Kimberly Gonzalez  

 

Brown, Alex Marie  

6/6/1995 - 6/6/1995  

P - Jane Ann & Thomas Brown  

 

Andrew Glenn Butler 

1/8/2009 

GP - Rosemary Perry 

 

Combs, Phillip J.  

3/24/1986 - 6/12/2004  

P - Lisa Pyche' & Phil Combs  

B - Travis Combs  

GP - Thomas & Sharon Pyche'  

Cowen, Chad  

3/31/1973 - 6/7/1997  

P - Mary "Pete" & Mike Cowen  

S - Tiffany Larson  

 

Eggly, Keiran Catherine  

6/4/2004 - 6/4/2004  

M - Elizabeth Eggly  

 

Faber, Nicholas (Nicky) Paul  

08/13/89 - 06/08/95  

P - Paul & Kathy Faber  

S - Danielle Faber  

GP - Esther Kubler and  

Anna & Bobby Banks  

 

Jonathan Lee Fernandez 

12/ 13/1986  -  6/20/2010 

M - Elaine Fernandez 

 

Funk, Benjamin  

9/9/1976 - 6/25/2001  

P - Mr & Mrs Funk  

Harrill, Jason  

1/23/1984 - 6/12/2006  

P - Bonnie & David Harrill  

S - Michelle "MiMi"  

 

Hayes, Douglas  

6/3/1969 - 6/3/1969  

P - Martha & Michael Hayes  

Sibs - Cheri Hayes Knapp & Travis Hayes  

GM - Mary Neeld  

 

Howard, Steven T.  

8/11/70 - 6/30/1999  

M - Cay Pelaez  

 

Johnson, Georgina  

6/10/2003 -  6/10/2003  

P - Laurie & Goerge Johnson  

 

Kellogg, Benjamin  

6/7/2002 

P - John & Barbara Kellogg  

Landrum, Mark  

03/03/79 - 06/24/94  

M - Joan Landrum  

Adams-Hilliard  

F - Steve Landrum  

B - John Landrum  

 

Martin, Amanda Louise 

12/31/1971 - 6/19/2008 

P - Toni Martin 

 

McElwaine, David Christopher 

10/01/90 - 06/22/12 

M - Kim Joannides 

F - Brad McElwaine 

S - Sarah McElwaine 

B - Anthony Joannides,  

Grant & Andy McElwaine 

GP - Chris & Chris Joannides,  

Jack & Gayle Cornish, Jeannine Dohse 
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June Anniversaries contôd 

July Birthdays 

Mercer, Bret  

10/5/1988 - 6/25/1992  

P - Eddie & Darlene Mercer  

S - Lindy, Crystal & Kaley  

GP - Loren & Christine Mercer and 

Beverly Jaudon Quincannon  

 

Nemitz, Robyn Michelle  

12/28/82 - 06/16/98  

P - Debbie & Bill Nemitz  

B - John Nemitz  

GM - Laura Nemitz  

A & U - John & Linda Goodman &  

Marty & Carol Nemitz  

Noriega, Aiden  

4/4/2001 - 6/18/2001  

P - Rick & Ethal Noriega  

 

Orsi, Kristen McCall  

8/5/1980 - 6/27/2002  

P - Kimberly & Leo Orsi  

GP - Wm. & Jeanne Armiger and 

 Stephanie & Rich Orashen  

 

Patet, Nathan Gabriel  

12/18/88 - 06/10/90  

P - Maritza & Jeff Patet  

S - Mallory Patet & Gina Patet  

GP - Gus & Lourdes Arenas and  

Don and the late Betty Patet  

Prescott, Alexandria  

3/25/1990 - 6/28/2010 

Stephanie & Tracy Knox  

 

Roberson, Richard Joseph  

07/23/1959 - 06/02/1997  

P - Richard & Jeannette Roberson  

S - Sue & Shelfy  

B - Randy  

 

Sorrells, Blake Austin  

06/03/1998 - 06/03/1998  

P - John & Monica Sorrells  

S - Cassidy Sorrells  

Banda, Selena  

7/6/2002 - 3/4/2004  

P - Richard & Susan Banda  

 

Buth, Andy Armstrong 

7/21/1985 -10/15/2010 

F - Joseph Buth 

M - Karen Olson 

 

Butler, Mark Anthony  

7/7/1977 - 11/24/2001  

P - Ray & Chris Butler  

GM - Alice Butler  

 

Corbett, Shaun  

7/8/1985 - 4/23/2003  

M - Ellen Corbett  

 

Durr, Ssgt. Jacob Nathaniel 

7/16/1982 - 12/14/2009 

M - Karen Durr 

S - Danielle Roberts 

GP - Samuel & Margret Minton 

 

Engdahl, Andrew  

07/15/87 - 02/05/94  

P - Rick & Vicky Engdahl  

S - Stephanie Engdahl  

B - Joey Engdahl  

 

Finchum, Tommy  

07/10/75 - 05/06/94  

P - Pete & Joyce Finchum  

B - John Finchum  

Griner, Matthew Ian  

7/10/1985 - 10/27/2006  

P - George & Barbara Griner  

B - Daniel & Kurt  

GP - Bill and Ann Griner  

 

Henry, Sumara Raquel  

07/12/88 - 09/18/93  

P - Louis & Cindy Henry  

GP - James & Ruby Reese & Bernice 
Henry  

 

Hester, Debbie 

7/25/1998 - 10/14/61 

P - Buddy & Sue Butler 

 

Knox, Patricia Lynn  

7/27/1964 - 10/21/1997  

M - Shelby Jean McClure  

 

Lalis, Timothy  

07/29/1996 - 07/11/2001  

P - Gregg Lalis & Elisabeth Schulten  

B - Andrew & Klaus Lalis  

 

Leyde, Darek  

7/17/1967 - 4/23/2003  

P - Vern & Julie Leyde  

S - Traci Gainforth  

 

McMillion, James Christopher  

7/26/1984 - 9/26/2003  

GP - Ralph & Martha Hamilton  

Roberson, Richard Joseph  

07/23/1959 - 06/02/1997  

P - Richard & Jeannette Roberson  

S - Sue & Shelfy  

B - Randy  

 

Russo-Afeld, Angela Musette  

7/10/1969 - 7/21/1996  

M - Lillian Wiebeld  

F - Dick Russo  

B - Rick and Nelson Russo  

 

Shelton, Emma Victoria  

7/8/2003 - 5/8/2005  

M - John & Jennifer Shelton  

Sibs - Jacob & Hannah  

GP - Peg & Jim Bishop,Tom Musolin,   

Art & Sam White, Rober & Judy 

 

Slaven, Minnie Leona  

7/10/1972 - 8/11/2000  

M - Della LaGrone  

P - Delbert & Catherine Slaven  

S - Charlotte, Della, Betty, Lynn, Amelia 
& Sue  

B - Ronnie, Jack, Del, & Delbert Jr.  

 

Steen, Donald Kenneth  

7/25/1960 - 7/26/1960  

M - Nancy Holdren  

B - Richard, David & Michael  

Supple, Bart Patrick  

07/25/59 - 02/14/94  

P - Bart & Toni Supple  

 

Tarez, Kami  

7/1/1980 - 3/1/2006  

M - Leigh Tarez  

 

Vallee, Scott Gerard  

7/4/1974 - 7/10/2004  

P - Gerry & Louise Vallee  

S - Kama Vallee  

GP - Roy & Mabel Parsons  

Spouse - Jessica Vallee  

 

Webb, Eric Richard  

7/1/1985 - 4/2/1999  

P - William & Kathleen Webb  

B - David Webb  

 

Wright, Travis  

7/16/1973 - 6/15/2001  

M - Joan Wright  

 

Young, Billy  

7/14/2003 - 4/17/2006  

P-Bill & Sandy Young  

 

Zorn, Wayne  

7/15/1964 - 12/30/2006  

M - Charlotte Zorn  

July Anniversaries 
Boyd, Anastasia "Nicole"  

5/4/1998 - 7/8/2004  

P - Anita Dennert & Thomas Boyd  

Sibs - Tara Lewis, Mike Boyd, Alan Boyd  

GP - Huey & Marie McDonald, Angus &  

Jewell Howell & Angus Grace  

 

Burger, Teresa  

10/26/58 - 07/10/87  

M - Cecelia Burger  

B - Hal & Curt Burger  

 

Carlan, Robert Hope  

06/02/78 - 07/25/99  

P - Arnold & Linda Carlan  

Eddy, Steven  

9/16/1960 - 7/9/2008  

M - Marilyn Eddy  

S - Pam Bishop & Tammy Eddy  

N - Angie Valente & Missy Bishop  

 

Gonzalez, Miriam  

12/10/1948 - 7/26/1995  

P - Fernando & Paula Lespier  

S - Maria & Aida  

 

Head, Tyler Wade  

2/21/1995 - 7/15/2004  

M - Tammy Hill  

F - Jerry Toloff  

GF - German Toloff  

Heath, Austin Noah  

4/6/2000  - 7/4/2000  

P - Isaac Heath & Regina Jacobs  

GM - Gigi Schools  

 

Hester, Debbie  

10/14/61 - 07/25/98  

P - Buddy & Sue Butler  

Hidalgo, Christopher  

12/14/1989 - 7/5/2004  

M - Tammy Hidalgo  

Holland, Jeffrey K. Moses 

9/10/1986 - 7/7/2009 

P - Thomas & Donald Holland & Henry Moses 

Sibs - Derrick Moses & Logan Holland 

GP - Beverly Cash, John & Steve Holland 

 

Kelly, Amanda Jean  

11/15/1986 - 7/7/1987  

P - John & Brenda Kelly  

S - Matthew & Ryan  

GP - John Keller & Elizabeth Kelly  

 

Lalis, Timothy  

07/29/1996 - 07/11/2001  

P - Gregg Lalis & Elisabeth Schulten  

B - Andrew & Klaus Lalis  
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July Anniversaries contôd 

Our Children . . . Remembered 
So long as we live, they too shall live é For they are a part of us as we remember them. 

 

Lavalee, Grace 

5/3/2009 - 7/17/2010 

M - Natalia Lavalee 

 

Littlechild, Will 

4/6/1979 - 7/4/2008 

M - Lula Richardson 

S - Patricia Littlechild 

 

Martin,  Brian James  

06/09/1979 - 07/18/1993  

P - Stan & Adrianne Martin  

B - Christopher Martin  

GM - Evelyn Golding  

 

Pegram, Jodi E.  

04/06/70 - 07/22/01  

P - Earl & Susan Pegram  

S - Robin Sue Pegram  

B - Scooter & Craig Pegram  

GM - Betty Jennings  

 

Pitts, Joseph David  

12/8/1971 - 7/16/1998  

P - Ruth & Richard Pitts  

Ponder, Manda Lynn  

06/13/1995 - 07/03/1995  

P - Marilynn & William Ponder  

B - Travis & Mike Ponder  

S - Amanda Ponder  

GM - Grace Ponder  

 

Powers, Geoffrey A.  

1/23/1983 - 7/1/2005  

M - Diane Tower  

Sisters - Lana & Nikki Powers  

 

Robertson, Kristi Lee  

12/15/1969 - 7/29/1994  

M - Janice & Joe Robertson  

S - Kathy Sanchez & Karen Demeria  

GM - Mildred Trigg  

 

Rodriquez, Edwin (Eddy) Jr.  

1/11/1971 - 7/28/1993  

M - Bertha Dominquez  

 

Rusnak, Tamara  

4/6/1972 - 7/23/2004  

M - Donna Johnson  

Russo-Afeld, Angela Musette  

7/10/1969 - 7/21/1996  

M - Lillian Wiebeld  

F - Dick Russo  

B - Rick and Nelson Russo  

 

Rutkowski, Eric John  

4/11/1981 - 7/16/2003  

P - Linda & Ron Rutkowski  

GP - Ray & Doris Pomorski  

 

St. Martin-Hamm, Sydney Chanel  

1/9/1997 - 7/21/2003  

M - Joy St. Martin & the late Rusty Hamm  

GP - Ramon & Rita Hamm  

 

Steen, Donald Kenneth  

7/25/1960 - 7/26/1960  

M - Nancy Holdren  

B - Richard, David & Michael  

 

Timothy, Joshua  

6/29/2004 - 7/18/205  

P - Doug & Kerri Timothy  

GM - Mary Ann Neglrete  

Turner, Devon  

5/2/1986 - 7/28/2005  

M - Marie Lawson  

 

Vallee, Scott Gerard  

7/4/1974  - 7/10/2004  

P - Gerry & Louise Vallee  

S - Kama Vallee  

GP - Roy & Mabel Parsons  

Spouse - Jessica Vallee  

 

Williams, Alec Michael  

5/17/1996 - 7/27/1996  

P - Kathy & Michael Williams  

B - Chad & Chase  

GP - Frank & Robbie Edwards and 

Dwight & Melvalene Williams  

You must contact us to have your childõs name added to the newsletter,  

they are not automatically added.    

If we have omitted your child, misspelled your child's name, or listed incorrect dates or  

other information , please accept our apologies and contact Debbie Nemitz at  

 debbie.bpnews@gmail.com or 813-501-9567 to correct the information.   

Please bear with us as we are transitioning the newsletter. Any errors are unintentional  

and we sincerely apologize in advance.  Call any of our telephone friends if you are having a 
hard time on these days or even other days if you need to talk.   

We truly understand your pain; for we, too, remember our own children.  

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT / REQUEST  

Many of you have already been getting this newsletter delivered to your e-mail address.  We began offering it 

several years ago as our way of ñgoing greenò.  However, at this point, we are asking that EVERYONE who 

has access to a computer provide us with their email address or go to our website online  

at http://www.bpusatampabay.com/Newsletters.html  . 

It is very costly to have these printed and mailed.  We are unable to continue to print, at least for the time be-

ing.  We have to get caught up on some bills before we can hope to print again. If you do not have access to a 

computer, then please contact us and we will try to get you a copy for a small donation.. We appreciate your 

understanding our situation.  Please share this information with anyone who may say they havenôt received 

the newsletters anymore. Send all information to Debbie Nemitz by e-mail at debbie.bpnews@gmail.com .   

http://www.bpusatampabay.com
mailto:deb@debschoice.com
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Don't cry for Me Daddy  
 

Don't cry for me Daddy,  

I'm right here.  

Although you can't see me  

I see your tears.  

I visit you often,  

I go to work with you each day,  

And when it's time for you  

to close your eyes ,  

On your pillow is where I lay.  

I hold your hand &  

stroke your hair,  

And whisper in your ear.  

If you're sad today Daddy,  

Remember, I am here.  

God took me home.  

This we know is true.  

But you'll always be My Daddy  

Even though I'm not with you.  

We will never be apart,  

For everytime you think of me,  

Please know I'm in your Heart..........  

~Author Unknown  

A Fatherôs Grief 
 

It must be very difficult 

To be a man in grief, 

Since "men don't cry" 

and "men are strong" 

No tears can bring relief. 

 

It must be very difficult 

To stand up to the test, 

And field the calls and visitors 

So she can get some rest. 

 

They always ask if she's all right 

And what she's going through. 

But seldom take his hand and ask, 

"My friend, but how are you?" 

 

He hears her crying in the night 

And thinks his heart will break. 

He dries her tears and comforts her, 

But "stays strong" for her sake. 

 

It must be very difficult 

To start each day anew. 

And try to be so very brave- 

He lost his baby too. 

 

Author Unknown 

Although Motherôs Day is past, Fatherôs Day is fast approaching.  Both of these 

holidays can be very difficult for the bereaved.  Everyone goes around saying 

Happy Motherôs Day or Happy Fatherôs Day.  If you still have living children, then 

you must do your best  to put on a happy face and act as if you are enjoying the 

day for their sake.  Unfortunately, inside you might find yourself tormented be-

cause the day isnôt complete without the presence of your deceased child.  Person-

ally while I have always found all of the special days and holidays to be a chal-

lenge, I have always found Motherôs Day to be the most difficult for me.  It is hard 

being torn between the happiness I feel for my grown son who I love very much, 

but at the same time the sadness over the loss of my precious daughter.  I wish you 

fathers the best possible day you can have.   

 

By Debbie Nemitz 
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POSTMASTER - Dated Material  
Please do not delay. 
 
 

Our Credo 
 

We are the parents whose children have died. We are the 
grandparents who have buried grandchildren. We are the 
siblings whose brothers and sisters no longer walk with us 
through life. We come together as Bereaved Parents of the  
USA to provide a haven where all bereaved families can meet 
and share our long and arduous grief journeys.  
 

We attend monthly gatherings whenever we can and for as long 
as we believe necessary. We share our tears, confusion, anger, 
guilt, frustrations, emptiness, and feelings of hopelessness so 
that hope can be found anew. As we accept, support, comfort 
and encourage each other, we demonstrate to each other that 
survival is possible.  
 

Together we celebrate the lives of our children, share the joys 
and triumphs as well as the love that will never fade. Together 
we learn how little it matters where we live, our color, our 
affluence, or what faith we uphold as we confront the tragedies 
of our childrenõs deaths. Together, strengthened by the bonds 
we forge at our gatherings, we offer what we have learned to 
each other and to every more recently bereaved family.  
 

We are the Bereaved Parents of the USA.  
We Welcome You. 

ñWhat the caterpillar thought 

was the end of life, the butterfly 

knew was just the beginning.ò 

Author Unknown 

You must contact us to have your childõs name added to the newsletter,  

they are not automatically added.    

If we have omitted your child, misspelled your child's name, or listed incorrect dates or  

other information , please accept our apologies and contact Debbie Nemitz at  

 debbie.bpnews@gmail.com or 813-907-1441 to correct the information.   

Please bear with us as we are transitioning the newsletter. Any errors are unintentional  

and we sincerely apologize in advance.  Call any of our telephone friends if you are having a 
hard time on these days or even other days if you need to talk.   

We truly understand your pain; for we, too, remember our own children.  


